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BIF is an independent Policy Forum and Think Tank that 
is devoted to the cause of proliferating broadband in 
India in a technology-neutral and all-inclusive manner.   
We work closely with the Government and the Regulator 
in this mission. 

Registered as IPTV Society, its brand - BIF was formed in 
October 2015 and is a dedicated Forum with participation 
from all stake holders, including Technology Providers, 
Telecom Operators, Internet Service Providers, Value-
Added Service Providers, Satellite Operators and service 
providers, MSO, startups and professional entities as 
well as seasoned Industry professionals who are familiar 
with different technologies, operations, regulations and 
policies.

Some key highlights about BIF:

•  Guided by experts:

  The Forum’s senior leadership team  includes 
renowned and respected professionals from 
background of Industry, Regulator and Government.  
BIF is greatly privileged to have a distinguished 
Panel of dignitaries & experts as Honorary Principal 
Advisors.

•  A thought leader working towards creating a Digital 
India:

  BIF seeks to be a thought leader and a credible and 
effective voice to help propel the nation to achieve 
the country’s ambitious vision of creating a Digital 
India.

  To achieve this, BIF works to promote the rapid 
development of policies to promote affordable and 
high speed ubiquitous broadband throughout the 
country.

•  BIF functions through its  Hi- Level Committees  on 
various subjects like 5G,SatCom & Broadcasting, New 
Technologies & Innovations, Policy & Licensing, 
Content & Applications, Infrastructure, Privacy, Trust 
& and Security etc. BIF has 15 Hi-level Committees.

•  Other significant activities of the Forum broadly 
relate  to coordination, promotion and formulation 
of expert opinion on topical subjects related to 
Broadband; act as a credible and reliable platform 
for Industry, Government, Regulatory and Standards 
agencies; spearhead independent and non-partisan 
work in several areas related to policy, regulation and 
standards; conducting conferences, seminars and 
knowledge events; writing research papers and white 
papers in collaboration with reputed research institutes 
such as ICRIER, IIM Bangalore and Counterpoint 
Research; running awareness campaigns within the 
highest echelons of Government’s policy makers on 
several issues; releasing media articles on issues 
currently pertinent to telecom in India such as 
Make in India, EMF radiation, Net Neutrality, Internet 
Telephony, SatCom Liberalization & Reforms, V band, 
GST, Wireless Fiber etc, and conducting R&D Projects 
as part of an overall Consumer Awareness Program.

•  BIF has published White Papers & Reports on almost 
all Telecom related subjects.

About Broadband India Forum (BIF)

Please visit the BIF website: www.broadbandindiaforum.com for more information.



 Time: Programme

15.30 – 16.30 Hrs Registration & Hi-Tea 

16.30 – 16.45 Hrs Welcome & Introductory remarks by Mr. T.V. Ramachandran,  

 President, Broadband India Forum

16.45 - 17.05 Hrs Findings about Analysys Mason Study on “Infrastructure Investment  
 by Online Service Providers” by Mr. Ashwinder Sethi,  
 Principal, Analysys Mason

 
17.05 – 18.05 Hrs 

Special Address Dr Rajat Kathuria, Director & Chief Executive, ICRIER

Inaugural Address Mr. Yaduvendra Mathur, Special Secretary, NITI Aayog (Chief Guest)

 Release of the latest BIF Newsletter by the Dignitaries.

18.10 – 19.30 Hrs Panel discussion on “Substitutability of OTT Services with Telecom  
 Services & Regulation of OTT Services”

Moderator Dr. Mahesh Uppal, Honorary Principal Advisor, Broadband India Forum

Panelists Mr. Sushil Kumar, DDG (IOT), TEC, DoT, Ministry of Communications 

 Mr. Rajan Mathews, Director General, COAI

 Ms. Anubha Sinha, Senior Programme Manager,  
 Centre for Internet & Society

 Ms. Amrita Choudhury, Director, CCAOI

 Mr. Nikhil Pahwa, CEO & Co-Founder, MediaNama

  Mr. Abhishek Malhotra, Managing Partner, TMT Law Practice

 Q & A Session

 Concluding Remarks

Vote of Thanks Mr. Anil Prakash, Director General, Broadband India Forum

19.30 – 21.00 Hrs  Networking Dinner

PROGRAMME
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The Taj Mahal Hotel, Number One, Mansingh Road, New Delhi



Mr. Yaduvendra Mathur is an Indian Administrative Service Officer of the 1986 batch.  A 
first Class Graduate in Economics and an MBA in Finance, Mr. Mathur has worked with 
Associated Cement Companies in Mumbai between 1982 – 1984 before joining the Indian 
Revenue Services (Income Tax) in 1984 and then the IAS in 1986, topping his batch.

Before joining NITI Aayog, he was Chairman and Managing Director of Exim Bank from 
February 2014 to February, 2017.  

He has had long stints in various positions in the Finance Department including Principal Secretary Finance, Government 
of Rajasthan.  During his postings under the Department of Economic Affairs (2001-2003), Mr. Mathur worked with 
the African Development Bank. As Energy Secretary of Rajasthan for over three years, Mr. Mathur contributed in the 
setting up of three green field power plants in the state.  He was also Planning Secretary, PHED Secretary and Director 
General Revenue Intelligence in Government of Rajasthan.  He also has experience as Managing Director of a Textile Mill 
at Bhilwara and as Chairman of India Gandhi Canal Board. Mr. Mathur was Collector & District Magistrate of Bhilwara 
and Bharatpur and has also served for over three years as Senior Deputy Director at the Lal Bahadur Shastri National 
Academy of Administration, Mussoorie. 

Mr. Mathur has interests in entrepreneurship development, infrastructure financing regulatory issues and in behavioural 
sciences.

Mr. Yaduvendra Mathur
Special Secretary, NITI Aayog

SPEAKER’S PROFILE

Dr. Rajat Kathuria is Director and Chief Executive at Indian Council for Research on 
International Economic Relations (ICRIER), New Delhi. He has over 20 years experience 
in teaching and 15 years experience in economic policy, besides research interests on 
a range of issues relating to regulation and competition policy. He has worked with the 
World Bank, Washington DC as a Consultant and carried out research assignments for 
a number of international organizations, including ILO, UNCTAD, LirneAsia, World Bank 
and ADB. He has published in international and national journals, besides in popular magazines and newspapers. He is 
founder member of Broadband Society for Universal Access and served on the Board of Delhi Management Association. 
He is on several government committees and on the research advisory council of SBI. He has an undergraduate degree in 
Economics from St. Stephens College, a Masters from Delhi School of Economics and a PhD degree from the University 
of Maryland, College Park.

Dr. Rajat Kathuria 
Director & Chief Executive, ICRIER



Mr. Ashwinder Sethiis a Principal with Analysys Mason, which is a strategy consulting 
firm focussing on the Telecoms, Media and Digital sectors. He has about 12 years of 
experience with expertise in advising clients in the areas of business planning, digital 
transformation, operational transformation, investment advisory, amongst others. He did 
his Bachelor’s in Engineering in Computer Science from Thapar University and MBA in 

Strategy and Finance from ISB, Hyderabad.

Mr. Ashwinder Sethi 
Principal, Analysys Mason

Mr. T V Ramachandran, widely known in the telecoms industry as ‘TV’, has played a key 
role in Mobile Telecommunications in India since it was first introduced in 1994. He was 
the 1st CEO of one of the earliest cellular ventures in India - Sterling Cellular Ltd (Essar 
Cellphone), Delhi – the predecessor of what is today Vodafone Delhi. 

TV was the first Chairman of the India Interest Group of GSM MoU Association and has 
been closely involved with GSM activities all through the years. TV then moved on in 1997 to establish and lead the 
industry body – Cellular Operators’ Association of India (COAI) and led it for 12 years – to the position of being one of the 
most credible and vibrant professional bodies that became accepted as the effective voice of the industry.

Since Jan 2015, TV has set up his own Consultancy firm and advises several firms as well as industry bodies. 

Also, currently, he is President of the Broadband India Forum, the only Indian body exclusively focused on growth of 
Broadband; Member of the Global Advisory Body of the Panel of the Institution of Engineering & Technology, London, on 
Internet of Things. 

TV has a Master’s in Physics (specialisation in Wireless & Electronics) from Madras University and is also Honorary 
Fellow of the Institution of Engineering & Technology (IET) London & Honorary Fellow of the Institution of Electronics & 
Telecommunication Engineers (India). 

Mr. T. V. Ramachandran 
President, Broadband India Forum 

Dr. Mahesh Uppal is the Director of Com First (India), a company based in Delhi that 
advises on policy, regulation and strategy. He was educated at St Stephens’ College, 
Delhi, Indian Institute of Technology, Kanpur and at City University, London. His clients 
include governments, international private sector and civil society. His work is focused 
on telecommunications in its various roles including a major, utility, and tool for national 
development, productivity and competitiveness. He comments on major telecom 
developments in his frequent articles in major newspapers and professional magazines, interviews and comments in 
print, radio and television.

Dr. Mahesh Uppal 
Honorary Principal Adviser, Broadband India Forum



With more than 25 years of experience, Mr Sushil Kumar is currently posted as Dy. 
Director General in Telecommunication Engineering Center, and leading the team working 
on Internet of Things domain. 

Prior to this, he served in various parts of the country, as a head of business units 
and districts for around 22 years in BSNL. Having vast experience of planning, project 

implementation, operations & maintenance of copper network & exchanges, Cellular - 2G, 3G, LTE networks, Optical 
Fiber networks including FTTH and switches, Broadband and Intelligent networks. He has designed and provisioned the 
telecom networks for various projects related to e-Governance, National Knowledge Network and corporates; and also for 
CWG cycling event and F1 racing car event, while working in BSNL Noida.

In his current role, he has created framework for finalizing specifications in M2M / IoT domain with multi stakeholder’s 
participation and in coordination with global SDOs like ITU, OneM2M, 3GPP, ETSI, GSMA etc. Released Twelve Technical 
Reports in the last 2-3 years, available on www.tec.gov.in/technical-reports/. Recommendations from these reports are 
being used to develop the eco system in IoT domain.

Member in various groups related to IoT in BIS and TSDSI and in NITI Aayog for finalizing technology for Intelligent 
Transport System.

Attended more than 60 conferences as an expert speaker on M2M / IoT, 5G, Digital Transformation and Smart cities 
related topics.

Chairing National Working Group-20 formed in TEC, to coordinate with ITU-T SG-20; IoT and its applications in Smart 
cities and communities.

Having the honor to lead Indian delegations and presenting technical papers in ITU-T SG-20 meetings held in Singapore 
in Jan 2016; Geneva in July 2016, Oct 2017 and Jan 2018.

IoT use case document having five use cases submitted from TEC has been agreed / approved in ITU-T SG-20 meeting, 
China, Dec 2018. ITU-T has published it as a standard, Recommendation Y Sup 53 (12/2018).

Mr. Sushil Kumar
DDG (IOT), TEC  
Department of Telecommunications, Ministry of Communications

Prior to joining COAI as DG in April 2010, Mr Mathews served in many senior executive 
positions such as CEO, COO and CFO of such major companies as AT&T Wireless, Birla-
AT&T (now IDEA), Telargo (a JV of NTT DoCoMo), Afghan Wireless, Call Sciences and 
as a senior financial executive at Beatrice International, Columbia-Tri Star Pictures, and 
Pricewaterhouse Coopers. 

He specializes in international operations and start-up ventures, turn-arounds, mergers & acquisitions and venture financing. 
He assisted in raising over $1.5 billion of financing for companies through public and private offerings of equity, debt and 
private placements. He has managed companies in such diverse palaces as the USA, Afghanistan, India, UK, France, 
Germany, Belgium Taiwan and Hong Kong. 

He has served and continues to serve on the boards of several for-profit and non-profit organizations.  He earned both his 
Master of Business Administration (Finance & Accounting) and Master of Arts (Economics) degrees from Rutgers University 
(USA) and he is a CPA from the State of New Jersey, USA.

Mr. Rajan S Mathews
Director General – Cellular Operators Association of India 
(COAI) – India’s largest Communications Industry Association.



Ms. Amrita Choudhury Director of CCAOI, has over 14 years of hard core operational 
experience in the field of IT and Internet services. Her involvement at the grass root level 
for more than half a decade with Internet penetration across the country, has given her 
a comprehensive understanding of the dynamics of the Public Internet Access providers 
(Cybercafes and CSC’s), the current challenges and the opportunities this sector presents. 

She is an ardent advocate that the “Aam Aadmi” in India can be only become empowered 
with the help of Internet awareness. This, she believes can only happen when there is mass scale internet penetration 
in the country and active involvement of all the stakeholders. The mass internet penetration is only possible through the 
Public Internet Access providers, the most crucial stakeholder in the Internet ecosystem of India and the entire ecosystem 
can only improve when all the stakeholders work together in unison

Besides being a student of Public Policy and Regulations pertaining to Telecom, IT & ITES, Internet Governance, 
e-Commerce, eSecurity and Internet & Broadband, Amrita has certificates in Internet Governance and Advanced Phased 
Certification on Security. She has a 6 sigma black belt certification and holds a Post Graduate degree in Management.

Ms. Amrita Choudhury
Director, CCAOI

Ms. Anubha Sinha is a Senior Programme Manager at the Centre for Internet and Society 
(CIS). She co-leads the Regulatory Practices Lab at CIS. She has an abiding interest in 
telecom reform and regulation of emerging technologies. She is a lawyer by training.

Ms. Anubha Sinha
Senior Programme Manager 
Centre for Internet and Society.

Mr. Nikhil Pahwa is the Founder and Editor of MediaNama, a leading publication 
chronicling the growth of India’s digital ecosystem. He is a TED Fellow, and co-founded the 
Savetheinternet.in campaign for Net Neutrality in India, which was the largest grassroots 
campaign in the history of India, with over a million people participating. He was also 
the co-founder and Chairman of the Internet Freedom Foundation, which focuses on 
advocacy for an open Internet in India.

He has been a part of initiatives which helped declare unconstitutional, Section 66A of India’s IT Act, which had led to 
people being jailed for what comments on Facebook; and the watering down of Section 79A, which had led to censorship 
of speech online. 

At present, he is a part of initiatives to fix Aadhaar, the world’s largest biometric identity database, covering over 1.19 
billion Indians, in a manner that protects privacy and agency for Indians. He is also working on initiatives that help 
simplify complex tech policy discussions for citizens, and believes that active citizen participation is necessary for driving 
meaningful and inclusive change.

Apart from the TED fellowship in 2016, he was named one of India today Magazine’s “Indians of Tomorrow” under 35 in 
2012. MediaNama was awarded as an Ecosystem Builder by Fortune Magazine in 2016.

Mr. Nikhil Pahwa 
Founder& Editor, MediaNama



Mr. Abhishek Malhotra, a veteran lawyer in the field of technology, media and telecom is 
back at TMT Law Practice along with his team after his brief association with Bharucha 
& Partners.

Mr. Malhotra has nearly two decades of experience in the legal realm and is a member of 
both the State Bars of California, USA and Delhi, India. His primary areas of expertise are 

Intellectual property, Dispute Resolution and the Technology, Media & Telecommunications industries. He has advised 
clients in minimizing legal risks and devising strategies for safeguarding against criminal and civil liability. In addition 
to the TMT sector, Mr. Malhotra now also advises his clients in the areas of corporate practice including corporate and 
commercial litigation.

Mr. Abhishek Malhotra 
Managing Partner, TMT Law Practice

Mr. Anil Prakash is widely experienced in Government Relation, Regulatory and Policy 
framework with strong techno-commercial background in Telecom, ICT and Broadcasting 
domain with 33 years work experience. He has been associated with International 
Telecommunications Union- ITU for more than a decade and has played an influential 
role in contributing towards ITU’s activities in India. He helped in setting up PTC India 
Foundation in 1994, ITU-APT Foundation of India in 2003. He is also the co-founder 
& Director General of Broadband India Forum which functions as a policy forum and think-tank for the development 
& enhancement of the broadband ecosystem in India. He is an active member of various task groups set up by the 
Government and Telecom Associations and Chambers of Commerce. He has represented his organization at major 
international conferences for more than two decades.

Mr. Anil Prakash 
Director General, Broadband India Forum
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For more information, please contact:  
Mr. Anil Prakash

Director General, Broadband India Forum
Suites - 215 & 216, DBS Office Business Centre, 1st Floor, World Trade Tower,  

Barakhamba Lane, New Delhi-110001

Mob: +91-9811155846 | Tel: +91-11-40509200, 45730225 (D) | Fax: +91-11-23414740
Email: anilprakash@broadbandindiaforum.com | Web: www.broadbandindiaforum.com


